
			   Centrale Bibliotheek
			   The Hague
			   The Netherlands
			   15 May 2024

Dear

Subject: Your Complete Library Record

As per your recent request, I set out your complete library record 
below. I hope it is useful for your research project.

	 Name: Charlotte R Smith

	 Library membership number: 7002824612

	 Library branch: Centrale Bibliotheek, The Hague,  
	 The Netherlands
 

1.	 The Holland Handbook: An indispensable guide to  
	 the Netherlands [3 January 2023; renewed three times –  
	 maximum allowed]

Description: This book contains essential information for 
immigrants on all aspects of life and work in the Netherlands, 
including housing, transport, healthcare, learning the language,  
and making friends in your new country. It’s time to buy a bike,  
and acquire a taste for stroopwafel and bitterballen. Good luck!

2.	 Moving House: Everything is different [3 February 2023]

Description: A book to help overcome the challenges of moving, 
from packing and unpacking boxes, constructing flatpack furniture, 
meeting the neighbours, and turning your new house into a home.

3.	 Table for One [14 February 2023]

Description: One hundred recipes for the solo-cook.
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4. 	Complete Dutch language course for foreigners:  
	 From Level Al to B1 [reserved 14 February 2023;  
	 available 15 March; renewed twice]

Description: An essential guide to understanding and speaking 
Dutch. Develop your skills through real-life scenarios. And 
remember, the best way to learn is by talking to a Dutch speaker.

5.	 Appointment at the language cafe [28 March 2023]

Join language learners for conversation in the café hosted by 
librarian Femke Meijer. Learn Dutch and make friends. Remember, 
everything gets better with practice. All attendees will receive a free 
badge to wear when they are out and about that says: ‘Speak Dutch 
with me!’

6.	 Ziezo by Annie M. G. Schmidt [2 April 2023]

A collection of poems for children by acclaimed writer Annie M. G. 
Schmidt. The perfect introduction to Dutch culture and writing.

7. 	 Appointment at the language cafe [11 April 2023]

8. 	Appointment at the language cafe [25 April 2023] 

9. 	 Appointment at the language cafe [9 May 2023] 

10. Cooking with love – stimulating stories and recipes  
	 [9 May 2023]

Description: A collection of recipes guaranteed to inspire romance. 
Sub-category: Aphrodisia. 

11.	 Lessons in Heartbreak [9 May 2023]
	 Covers all aspects of heartbreak, from infodelity to  
	 bereavement. How to decide wehether to stay or go.
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12. 	Appointment at the language cafe [11 July 2023]

13.	Appointment at the language cafe [25 July 2023] 

14. Appointment at the language cafe [27 July 2023]

To assist our advisers, please describe the nature of the issue you 
would like to discuss: How to acquire permanent residence in the 
Netherlands. Legal implications of getting married in the Netherlands.

15. 	Lonely Planet Guide to Venice [2 August 2023]

Description: How to enjoy your visit to the most romantic city on the 
planet. Tips on the best restaurants, shops, and hotels, and how to 
escape the crowds.

16.	What to expect when you are expecting [1 September 2023]

Description: The ultimate guide to pregnancy, full of insights,  
tips, and advice.
Essential reading for all first time parents.

17.	The Happiest Kids in the World: Bringing up Kids the Dutch Way  
	 [27 May 2024, long overdue]

Description: Why are Dutch children so happy? What is their 
secret? This book will explain everything.

We at the Centrale Bibliotheek look forward to reading your book 
about building a successful life in the Netherlands, and will be 
pleased to stock a copy once it is published.

Yours sincerely,

Dirk Visser, Assistant Librarian
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Author’s note: 

Although the lending history set out above is a fictional account, it’s 
inspired by real life. When you move to a new place, you often don’t 
have friends. When you move to a new country, you likely don’t even 
have the right words to express yourself. Luckily for all of us, there 
are libraries.

I moved to The Hague in 2017, and almost the first thing I did was 
join the wonderful Centrale Bibliotheek. I was able to borrow books, 
at first in English, and then, as my language skills improved, in 
Dutch. I borrowed the test papers that helped me pass the state 
Dutch exams. I attended events. I saw exhibitions. I ate stroop
wafels in the café. I was always made to feel welcome. Unlike the 
person whose lending history is set out above, I did not fall in love  
at the Centrale Bibliotheek. But perhaps I fell a little in love with  
the Centrale Bibliotheek.

All items mentioned above are available to borrow from  
The Hague’s library network. All activities are also available.
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