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Mentors briefing – The Europe Challenge 2025/26 

Regional Summit in the United Kingdom

19-21 November 2025

Key information 

Location: London, UK 

Dates: 

• Day 0 (arrival): Wednesday, 19 November 2025

• Day 1 (full day programme): Thursday, 20 November 2025

• Day 2 (half day programme & departure): Friday, 21 November 2025

Venues: 

Camden Art Centre (Day 0) 

Originally built as a public library, the Camden Art Centre has been a vibrant home for art and the 

people that make it since 1965. The European Cultural Foundation is delighted to host our welcome 

session and informal dinner on Wednesday, 19 November, at one of London’s most distinctive 

contemporary art institutions. For decades, the Camden Art Centre has championed over-looked and 

under-represented artists across generations, supporting creative voices at every stage of their 

careers and enabling them to create work that is relevant, brave, challenging, engaging and vital today. 

Learn more about Centre’s inspiring work on their website, here. 

https://camdenartcentre.org/
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Swiss Cottage Library (Day 1 + Day 2) 

With a building designed to resemble an open book, Swiss Cottage Library will host the main Regional 

Summit programme on Day 1 and Day 2, in the heart of Camden. As one of the largest public libraries 

in London and a celebrated Brutalist landmark in North London, it embodies both architectural and 

community innovation. Beyond books, patrons can borrow households, gardening and DIY items 

through the Library of Things, or even ukuleles thanks to the London Ukulele project.   

Importantly, Swiss Cottage Library is a participant in the 2025/26 edition of The Europe Challenge. You 

can learn more about their project Camden Connects here and meet the team in person at the 

Summit. Many thanks to the Swiss Cottage Library team for generously hosting our London gathering! 

Accommodation: Premier Inn Hampstead 

A private hotel room has been booked for you by ECF for two nights, Wednesday-Friday at Premier 

Inn Hampstead Heath. In case you are arriving earlier than Sunday or want to stay in London after and 

have not informed us of other special circumstances we will kindly ask you to arrange your own 

accommodation.  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fparticipate.libraryofthings.co.uk%2Fswiss-cottage&data=05%7C02%7Ccontent.team%40camden.gov.uk%7Cbe73ca5cd68f4323715a08de00f5f140%7C5e8f4a342bdb4854bb42b4d0c7d0246c%7C0%7C0%7C638949253509823695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EoFTQuy8BavpvmdJ1ywg5mptSRelP%2F5EM6weiG3PnLQ%3D&reserved=0
https://ukuleleproject.co.uk/ukuleles-in-libraries/
https://theeuropechallenge.eu/camden-connects/
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Getting from the hotel to the Swiss Cottage Library:  

The library is a 20-minute walk or a 10 to 15-min bus ride from the library. 

Walking 

Public transport 

Public transport. Bus station: Haverstock Hill / Pond Street (Stop D)

Recommended route: Bus 268 to 

Swiss Cottage Station (Stop D) 

Alternative route: Bus C11 to  

Avenue Road/Swiss Cottage Library (Stop H) 

The easiest way to travel on public transport is by tapping in and out with your debit or credit card. 

You can read more about payment options on the official TfL website here. 

https://tfl.gov.uk/travel-information/visiting-london/getting-around-london/best-ways-for-visitors-to-pay
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Programme 

Day 0: Wednesday, 19 November 2025 

Time Place Activity 

15:00-17:00 Premier Inn Hampstead 

Address: 215 Haverstock Hill, 

London NW3 4RB, United Kingdom 

Register at The Europe Challenge 

welcome desk and collect your 

goodie bag! 

You are welcome to join The Europe 

Challenge team in the lobby at 18:00 for a 

walk to the Camden Art Centre. 

18:30-19:15 Camden Art Centre (Lobby) 

Address: Arkwright Rd, London NW3 

6DG, United Kingdom 

Welcome session 

19:30-21:30 Camden Art Centre (Café) Informal dinner 

Day 1: Thursday, 20 November 2025 

All activities will take place at the Swiss Cottage Library. 

Time Location Activity 

09:00 – 09:30 Shared Stories Room 

(officially Swiss Round) 

Arrival 

Coffee/tea/snacks available at the 

Power Station (glass room) 

09:30 – 10:00 Shared Stories Room Welcome with Dylan Ahern 

10:00 – 11:15 Group A: Ideas Playground 

Group B: Around the library - meet in 

Shared Stories Room 

Mentors: Mentoring Lab, Second floor 

Storytelling workshop 

Tour the library, enjoy craft activities, 

and strike a pose at the photo booth 

Mentoring session #1 

11:15 – 11:45 Shared Stories Room, 

Power Station 

Networking break  

Coffee/tea/snacks available at the 

Power Station (glass room) 

If you’re looking for a moment of calm, 

step into the Quiet Room and enjoy a 

cosy break! 

11:45 – 13:00 Group A: Around the library – meet in 

Shared Stories Room 

Tour the library, enjoy craft activities, 

and strike a pose at the photo booth   

https://maps.app.goo.gl/nM3DPZuayyFNTf51A
https://maps.app.goo.gl/nM3DPZuayyFNTf51A
https://maps.app.goo.gl/C44Xg1Hdi3v2NbAN6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/C44Xg1Hdi3v2NbAN6
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Group B: Ideas Playground 

Mentors: Mentoring Lab 

Storytelling workshop 

Mentoring session #2 

13:00 – 14:00 Shared Stories Room Lunch 

14:00 – 14:15 Shared Stories Room Afternoon energiser with Dylan 

14:15-15:30 Group A: Ideas Playground 

Group B: Shared Stories Room 

Prototyping workshop I 

Democracy Fitness  

15:30 – 16:00 Shared Stories Room, 

Power Station 

Networking break  

Coffee/tea/snacks available at the 

Power Station (glass room) 

If you’re looking for a moment of calm, 

step into the Quiet Room and enjoy a 

cosy break! 

16:00 – 17:15 Group A: Ideas Playground 

Group B: Shared Stories Room 

Prototyping workshop II 

Community Engagement and 

Partnerships 

17:15 – 17:45 Shared Stories Room Evening wrap up & reflections with 

Dylan 

18:00 

onwards 

Free time *dinner organised by participants alone* 

Day 2: Friday, 21 November 2025 

All activities will take place at the Swiss Cottage Library. 

Time Location Activity 

09:00 – 09:30 Shared Stories Room, 

Power Station 

Arrival 

Coffee/tea/snacks available at the 

Power Station (glass room) 

09:30 – 10:00 Shared Stories Room Welcome and energiser with Dylan 

10:00 – 11:15 Group A: Shared 

Stories Room / 

outside 

Group B: Ideas 

Playground 

Democracy Fitness by DOKK 1 / Aarhus Public 

Libraries 

Group B: Prototyping workshop I by Changency  
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11:15 – 11:45 Shared Stories Room, 

Power Station 

Networking break  

(Coffee/tea/snacks available) 

If you’re looking for a moment of calm, step into 

the Quiet Room and enjoy a cosy break! 

11:45 – 13:00 Group A: Shared 

Stories room / outside 

Group B: Ideas 

Playground 

Community Engagement by DOKK1 / Aarhus Public 

Libraries   

Group B: Prototyping workshop II by Changency 

13:00 – 13:30  Shared Stories Room Final wrap up & reflections with Dylan

13:30-15:00 Shared Stories Room, 

Power Station 

Goodbye lunch 

15:00 onwards Departure 

Please feel free to step into the Quiet Room for a moment of calm at any point. 
Get creative at the arts & crafts room (near the Power Station)! 
Some activities may take place outside if weather allows it. 
The venue is fully accessible and equipped with lifts for individuals with reduced mobility. 

Daily meals

Breakfast: Breakfast will be provided at the hotel. Please inquire at the reception for breakfast hours. 

Lunch: ECF will arrange lunch on Thursday (Day 1) and Friday (Day 2). 

Dinner: We will have an informal dinner on Wednesday (Day 0).  

Snacks in between meals: Coffee, teas and snacks will be provided between sessions on Thursday and 

Friday to keep you going! ☺ 

It’s time to book your travel!

We kindly request that you book your travel as soon as possible to avoid high travel costs. 

For reimbursements, please return this signed form 

to theeuropechallenge@culturalfoundation.eu with copy 

to iandreevaduka@culturalfoundation.eu, along with a separate 

PDF containing your invoices. As we operate with per diems, please 

note that you only have to input the number of meals not offered by 

ECF – the amounts will be calculated automatically.  

Due to the UK leaving the EU, please note that EU and visa exempt 

citizens are still required to hold a valid passport, as well as obtain an 

mailto:theeuropechallenge@culturalfoundation.eu
mailto:iandreevaduka@culturalfoundation.eu
https://theeuropechallenge.eu/declaration-form-buddies-london-regional-summit-correct/
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ETA (electronic travel authoristion) via the UK Government website, which allows you to travel to 

the UK to visit for up to 6 months. Arrange your ETA here: https://www.gov.uk/eta. This will cost 

around 20 EUR. We kindly ask you to submit a separate reimbursement form for this – link here. 

Train connection: Try to prioritise train travel where possible. Premier Inn Hampstead is a 21-minute 

metro ride from the St Pancras International train station.  

Airport connection: If you need to fly, please note that London has six international airports: 

Stansted, Heathrow, Luton, Gatwick, City and Southend. The public transport transfer to the hotel is 

around 1hr for all of these options, apart from Stansted, which can take up to 1hr 30 minutes, and 

Southend airport, which can take up to 2hrs. 

Arrival time: Please try to arrive to the hotel on Wednesday afternoon (19 November) to have 

time to settle in before the group meets for a dinner. You can check into the hotel from 14:00 on.  

Departure time: Hotel check-out is at 12:00. We will provide you with instructions regarding 

where you can store your luggage after you check out.   

Adapter: Please make sure to bring a travel adapter for UK plugs!
Health/travel insurance: Please ensure you have appropriate global travel insurance in place. 

Daily meals

Breakfast: Breakfast will be provided at the hotel from 7.00 to 10.30 am.  

Lunch: ECF will arrange lunch on Monday (Day 1) and Tuesday (Day 2) for all participants at the library 

or in a restaurant nearby.  

Dinner: ECF will book a restaurant for a dinner on Sunday (Day 0). On Monday, we are not organising 

a dinner but can suggest a few places where we can eat together – alternatively, you can also arrange 

your own dinner if you would like to enjoy some time off away from the group.  

Snacks in between meals: Coffees, teas and snacks will be provided between sessions on Monday and 

Tuesday to keep you going! ☺  

Other important information 

Trust Person: For grievances and other complaints that require reporting, mediation or resolution you 

can write to the Integrity Officer of the ECF at integrity@culturalfoundation.eu, who will assess the 

complaint according to the policy as described on our website. For immediate advice or sharing, a 

designated independent Trust Person – Eunice de Asis - is present at the Europe Challenge meeting, 

whom you can contact in person or by phone or email.  

Eunice de Asis: +31 649 057 905 / eunicedeasis@yahoo.com 

Questions? 

Please email us at theeuropechallenge@culturalfoundation.eu in case of any questions. 

Appendix – Code of Conduct 

https://www.gov.uk/eta
https://theeuropechallenge.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Declaration-form-ECF-Regional-Summit-public-UK.xlsx
mailto:integrity@culturalfoundation.eu
mailto:eunicedeasis@yahoo.com
mailto:theeuropechallenge@culturalfoundation.eu


Code of Conduct
All Europe Challenge partners and facilitators are committed to an environment free of 
harassment, discrimination, and threatening or disrespectful behavior. It is important to us 
that all participants and other contributors to The Europe Challenge are able to participate 
fully in our activities. Help us make this a space that is physically and psychologically safe. We will 
not tolerate harassment in any form at both our online and in-person events. We reserve the right to 
remove any person who violates our Code of Conduct from attending current or future activities, and 
to cancel their participation in the programme. 

By participating in The Europe Challenge you agree to:

• Look out for one another as part of this community-oriented environment.
• Respect the boundaries of other participants.
• Seek consent before initiating physical contact.
• Avoid aggressively pitching your own cases, services, or products.
• Respect confidentiality requests by fellow participants.

We will not tolerate the following behavior:

• Sexual harassment of any kind, including unwelcome sexual attention or unwelcome physical
contact.

• Disruptive behavior, drinking excessively, stalking, or following anyone.
• Abuse of power (including abuses related to position, wealth, race, or gender).
• Homophobia, transphobia, racism, or behavior that discriminates against a group or class of

people.
• Violent or threatening behavior.

Our commitment to you

All Europe Challenge partners and facilitators are committed to ensuring all programme events and 
communications are conducted in a safe, respectful, accessible, and inclusive manner. We will provide 
an advocate, if requested, and investigate reported incidents, as appropriate. You can be assured this 
will be done with discretion and confidentiality.

Ethical business conduct

The European Cultural Foundation expects participants and other contributors to conduct all matters 
in an ethical manner with the highest standards of integrity. This includes engaging in good faith, 
honest, and fair dealings; representing facts accurately on the use of funds and impact of work; 
protecting confidential and proprietary information; and responsibly undertaking fiduciary duties. We 
also expect attendees not to engage in conflicts of interest, including but not limited to: exerting undue 
influence; self-dealing; nepotism; accepting personal payments, gifts or offers in exchange for benefits; 
engaging in conflicting activities outside employment; and using the programme funds or labor for 
personal use. 

If you experience or witness what you feel is harassment or inappropriate behavior at any live or online 
events, please report it immediately via integrity@culturalfoundation.eu. 


